
APC Recommendation after discharge
of *CARGO* for ships equipped with full
capacity operational Nitrogen Generator.

YES

NO

Ventilate cargo tank 
using forced air until:

LEL < 1%
O2 ≥ 21%

Close down Cargo tanks for a 
minimum of six (6) hours, then 
re-check LEL & Oxygen levels

LEL < 1%
O2 ≥  21%

Continue Inerting to 
have steady Oxygen 

content in cargo tanks 
below 8%

Cargo tanks are in a 
steady state of gas free

NO

INERT

VENTILATION |   GAS FREEING

NEXT CARGO
Does it require 
cargo tanks to 

be inerted 
before loading?

AFTER DISCHARGE
Nitrogen Purging shall continue until the concentration of hydrocarbon (or other 

flammable) vapours in the cargo tanks has been reduced to Less than 1% by Volume.

YES

Oct 2025

* CARGO/PRODUCT WITH VAPOUR PRESSURE
 > 5kPa at 20°C

* IS CARGO/PRODUCT FLAMMABLE OR TOXIC?
Check IBC Code Chapter 17 column (k) or the 
product’s Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS)

CURRENT CARGO
Is the cargo toxic 

or flammable?

Bottom flush or 
short-cycle wash 
tank with water

• Except for Methanol

YES NO
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